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CHAPTER 6 
STATE AGENCY COMMENTS 

This chapter contains copies of the comment letters received from the states of California and Nevada 
government agencies, as listed in Table 6-1. Each letter and the responses are provided in a side-by-side 
format. Responses to comments are numbered individually in sequence, corresponding to the numbering 
assigned to the comments in each comment letter. The responses are prepared in answer to the full text of 
the original comment. The letters are arranged alphabetically by abbreviation. 

 

Table 6-1 
State Agency Comments Received on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program  

Draft Environmental Impact Report 
Abbreviation Agency Name 

CDFA California Department of Food and 
Agriculture Steve Shaffer 

CDPR California Department of Parks and 
Recreation Michael Wells 

CRBRWQCB Colorado River Basin Regional 
Water Quality Control Board Nadim Zeywar 

CRCN Colorado River Commission of 
Nevada George M. Caan 

DSOD 
California Department of Water 
Resources, Division of Safety and 
Dams 

David A. Guitierrez 

SWRCB State Water Resources Control 
Board Thomas Howard 
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California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) 

CDFA-1 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 
 

CDFA-1 
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CDFA (cont.) 

CDFA-5

CDFA-4

CDFA-3 

CDFA-2 

CDFA-2 

The Draft PEIR provides information regarding the amount and type of farmland, 
including Farmland of Statewide Importance in Imperial County (see page 11-26 
of the Draft PEIR). Effects on agricultural lands are described for the No Action 
Alternative and the eight action alternatives on pages 11-36 through 11-48. As 
described in Chapter 11, under all of the alternatives, including the No Action 
Alternative, the conversion of up to 200 acres of agricultural land to 
Sedimentation/Distribution Basins near the New River confluence would affect 
less than 1 percent of the Farmland of Statewide Importance in Imperial County. 
The conversion of this minor amount of agricultural land to non-agricultural uses 
is not, in itself, considered a significant adverse impact on the physical 
environment. However, the Draft PEIR includes Next Steps that could be 
implemented during project-level analysis to reduce (or potentially eliminate) 
effects on agricultural lands. 

CDFA-3 

See response to comment CDFA-2. 

CDFA-4 

See response to comment CDFA-2. 

CDFA-5 

Thank you for providing information on the Land Evaluation and Site Assessment 
(LESA) model. The model was not used to assess impacts to agricultural lands 
for the Draft PEIR because the specific location, size (facility footprint), and 
overall disturbance area for facilities is not known at this time. As described in 
Chapter 3 of the Draft PEIR, it is anticipated that implementation of the Preferred 
Alternative would require one or more project-level analyses to further evaluate 
locations of facilities (see page 3-1 of the Draft PEIR). At that time, site-specific 
tools and analysis, including, where appropriate, the LESA model, could be used 
to assess effects on agricultural resources and to the environment. 
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California Department of Parks and Recreation  
(CDPR)  

CDPR-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic 
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat 
Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as 
tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline 
Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently 
exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of 
construction methods including Geotubes®. 

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet mean sea level (msl) with a salinity between 
30,000 milligrams per liter (mg/L) and 40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be 
less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and 
potential fish kills due to long-term temperature stratification (temperature 
variations from top to bottom of the lake). 

 

CDPR-1 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-1 cont. 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the ongoing operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors, including Varner Harbor, at the Salton Sea. 
The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-five year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementation of a restoration program and identifies an 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-4 

CDPR-3 

CDPR-2 

CDPR-2 

To clarify, Fish and Game Code Section 2931(d) states that “for the purpose of 
the restoration plan, the Salton Sea ecosystem shall include, but is not limited 
to, the Salton Sea, the agricultural lands surrounding the Salton Sea, and the 
tributaries and drains within the Imperial and Coachella Valleys that deliver 
water to the Salton Sea.” 

CDPR-3 

Though it is true that the habitat capacity model predicts that for 7 of the 14 
bird species evaluated there may be a decrease in habitat capacity in 
Alternative 8 by up to 50 percent, it also predicts that for several of the other 
species there would be more than a 100 percent increase in habitat capacity 
(see Table 8-24 of the Draft PEIR). When examining the species that may 
experience declining habitat capacity, none of them appear to completely 
represent a species guild or a habitat type. For these reasons, it was 
determined that in Phases II-IV, implementation of Alternative 8 would have a 
less than significant impact on fish and wildlife as a whole, compared to 
Existing Conditions (see page 8-70 of the Draft PEIR).  

CDPR-4 

The Draft PEIR includes a general description of groundwater conditions near 
the Salton Sea. A site-specific groundwater characterization was beyond the 
scope of this programmatic document, but could be considered during project-
level analysis.  
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-5 

CDPR-6 

CDPR-7 

CDPR-8 

CDPR-9 

CDPR-5 

As currently described, none of the alternatives include infrastructure that would 
impede the movement of migratory birds either within the components of the 
alternative, or between the habitats and the surrounding agricultural lands. 

CDPR-6 

To determine the significance criteria, the Resources Agency followed Appendix G 
of the CEQA Guidelines, in that a significant impact would exist if the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program conflicts with provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural Communities Conservation Plan (NCCP), or 
other approved local regional or state habitat conservation plan. The Coachella 
Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Communities 
Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP) has not been adopted. If the CVMSHCP is in place 
and fully permitted at the time of project-level analysis, then the effects of the 
Preferred Alternative on the CVMSHCP would be appropriately analyzed in the 
project-level environmental documentation. 

CDPR-7 

The “habitat capacity” modeling for birds included multiple habitats (such as 
shoreline and open water) and microhabitats (high and low salinity and deep, 
moderate or shallow cells in the Saline Habitat Complex). Densities in the Saline 
Habitat Complex were derived from observations at the San Francisco Bay salt 
ponds and adjusted to account for natural differences in waterbird use between San 
Francisco Bay and the Salton Sea. Not all of these habitats and microhabitats are 
present in every alternative. For example, Alternative 2 was modeled with all three 
cell types (deep, moderate, shallow) and both high and low salinities in the cell 
types. Alternative 4 was modeled as open water (beyond 500 meters from the 
berms), shoreline (within lakes 1 to 3 with lower salinity), and Saline Habitat 
Complex (the higher salinity fourth lake). Thus, even though the alternatives 
provide similar acreages of habitat, they do not have the same habitat value.  

With respect to the five species with lower habitat capacity under Alternative 4 than 
under Alternative 2, the modeling results are not contrary to what would be logically 
predicted. Both Aechmophorus spp. (AECH) and cormorant (DCCO) are diving fish 
eaters. Alternative 2 provides more low salinity habitat which could support fish and 
provide food for these species. Similarly, observed (and modeled) densities for ruddy 
duck (RUDU), snowy egret (SNEG), and snowy plover (SNPL) are higher in lower 
salinity habitats. Also, Alternative 4 contains a large amount of “open water” (areas 
beyond 500 meters from the berms) which has low densities of all species included 
in the model. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-8 

While one of the legislative objectives of the project is the “restoration of long-term 
stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea,” the alternatives were not designed to meet 
a specific number for “historic levels.” Rather, the alternatives were designed as 
alternative ways to use the available water supply and available land area to 
provide habitat for fish and wildlife at the Salton Sea. The “historic levels” of bird 
use are presented as a basis for comparison among the alternatives. Because the 
densities used in the bird habitat capacity modeling are based on observed 
averages, it is appropriate to use the mean or median of historic observations as 
the basis for comparison among the alternatives. 

CDPR-9 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document (see Fish and Game Code Section 2081.7). 
A programmatic approach under CEQA is a first-tier environmental document to 
evaluate a series of inter-related actions. As identified in Chapter 1 of the Draft 
PEIR, one or more project-level analysis would be needed to implement a 
restoration program. The concerns identified by CDPR would be more appropriately 
addressed during project-level analysis.  
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-13 

CDPR-12 

CDPR-11 

CDPR-10 

CDPR-9 
cont. 

CDPR-10 

The modeling analysis considered characteristics other than acreage that could 
affect habitat value. For example, the model takes into consideration salinities, 
water depths, and locations – all characteristics that are important habitat 
features, but that are difficult to account for using a more “conventional” 
comparison of acreages only.  

CDPR-11 

The Draft PEIR considered mobilization of selenium from sediments through a 
combination of field sampling, a laboratory test of mobilization from sediment to 
water having three different salinities, and modeling of relationships between 
sediment and food-web selenium concentrations. Specifically, as related to the 
potential for selenium to be more bioavailable in future shallow-water habitats, 
the laboratory test with intact sediment cores from the Salton Sea (see report 
entitled “Experimental Measurements of Flux of Selenium from Salton Sea 
Sediments”, dated December 2005 [DWR, 2005] available on the project website 
at http://www.saltonsea.water.ca.gov/) showed less flux of selenium from 
oxygenated water to sediment than from anoxic water to sediment, but with both 
20,000 mg/L and 35,000 mg/L salinity the net flux was from water to sediment. 
Therefore, the results of the test supported the assumption that selenium would 
continue to be deposited to the sediment under less anoxic conditions. Project-
level analysis could incorporate monitoring of selenium and other contaminants 
into the implementation of the Preferred Alternative.  

CDPR-12 

Selenium was the only contaminant identified during scoping for which 
evaluation during the study was requested. Environmental data collected during 
the course of this study, as well as those collected by others, and model results 
allow identification of contaminant (selenium) risks associated with the various 
alternatives and their components. Some alternatives or components have less 
risk due to contaminants than others. Additional data and modeling in project-
level analysis could further evaluate risks and potential mitigation. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-13 

The project would result in changes to areas within the Sea Bed and to some 
areas immediately adjacent to the Sea Bed (such as agricultural lands that may 
be converted to Sedimentation/Distribution Basins). The value of a habitat can be 
reduced or enhanced by the type of adjacent habitat(s) or land use. However, as 
described in Chapter 3 of the Draft PEIR, the alternatives are programmatic in 
nature and the final facilities locations have not been selected. Therefore, it 
would be premature “to consider how the changes proposed in each alternative 
will affect adjacent habitat areas” as additional detail on facilities locations, 
layouts, and specific construction and operations information is not available at 
this time. Additional project-level analysis would be necessary to implement a 
restoration program. It is anticipated that additional, site-specific information 
would be developed during this project-level analysis and effects to adjacent 
habitat areas would be expected to be addressed. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-21 

CDPR-20 

CDPR-19 

CDPR-18 

CDPR-17 

CDPR-16 

CDPR-15 

CDPR-14 

CDPR-14 

To determine the significance criteria, the Resources Agency followed Appendix 
G of the CEQA Guidelines in that a significant impact would exist if the Salton 
Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program conflicts with an applicable land use plan, 
policy, or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. The Salton Sea 
Authority’s Proposed Master Development Plan is not an adopted plan within the 
meaning of Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines.  

CDPR-15 

The Preferred Alternative does not include the IID Reservoir. However, it could 
be considered during project-level analysis. The IID Reservoir is assumed to be 
part of IID’s existing water delivery conveyance system and could be planned 
and constructed under a separate permitting process. 

CDPR-16 

See response to comment CDPR-15.  

CDPR-17 

The potential for predation upon and/or competition with desert pupfish is a 
concern which will influence the choices made during project-level analysis and 
deliberate fish introductions in future habitats. Target salinity thresholds have 
been identified to exclude freshwater predators from alternative components 
such as Saline Habitat Complex, Concentric Lakes and Rings, and Marine Seas. 

CDPR-18 

Desert pupfish inhabit many aquatic habitats in and around the Salton Sea, with 
salinities ranging from fresh to hypersaline. Although desert pupfish are adapted 
to handle extremes of temperature and salinity, and to tolerate low levels of 
dissolved oxygen, there are no habitats in the study area where pupfish are the 
exclusive fish species. The alternatives were designed with maintaining varying 
degrees of connectivity among pupfish populations. Additional analysis could be 
undertaken during project-level analysis, if determined to be necessary. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-19 

Due to the programmatic nature of the Draft PEIR, the general geologic setting 
and geologic history presented in the document is simplistic. The Salton Sea 
region has a complex tectonic history. The intent of the Draft PEIR was not to 
present all information available; rather, the intent was to provide a description of 
the environmental setting sufficiently detailed, but no longer than necessary, to 
facilitate an understanding of the significant effects of the project alternatives 
(see CEQA Guidelines Section 15125). It may be appropriate to include a more 
detailed discussion of the geologic setting and geologic history of the Salton Sea 
region in future, project-level analysis, when such detailed information may 
promote understanding of the significant effects of the project alternatives. The 
reference materials cited by the commenter could be incorporated into the future 
project-level analysis.  

CDPR-20 

See response to comment CDPR-19.  

CDPR-21 

See response to comment CDPR-19. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-27 

CDPR-26 

CDPR-25 

CDPR-24 

CDPR-23 

CDPR-22 

CDPR-21 

CDPR-22 

The Draft PEIR has been modified. 

CDPR-23 

The Draft PEIR has been modified. 

CDPR-24 

The Draft PEIR has been modified. 

CDPR-25 

The Draft PEIR has been modified. 

CDPR-26 

As is identified in Table 16-1 of the Draft PEIR, no scientifically significant 
resources have been encountered despite widespread excavations in these 
sediments. Therefore, these sediments were assigned low sensitivity (see 
response to comment CDPR-27, below). 

CDPR-27 

The axial deposits of the Salton Trough have been extensively excavated over 
the last century, and, if the fossils had been present, it is highly likely that these 
discoveries would have been announced. Due to the lack of information 
(antidotal or published), it is believed they are not present at the depths 
excavated. As described in Chapter 16 of the Draft PEIR, the deposits near Salt 
Creek and west of Highway 86 are not considered the same as the lacustrine 
silts of the axial portion of the valley, which lie north-northwest and south-
southeast of the Salton Sea and are considered to be of low paleontological 
sensitivity. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-30 

CDPR-29 

CDPR-28 

CDPR-27
(cont.) 

CDPR-28 

The Draft PEIR states the following on page 16-3: “. . . invertebrates 
(radiolarians, dinoflagelates, diatoms) and other microfossils (pollen and spores, 
ostracodes) may be important to specialized paleoenvironmental studies, but as 
isolated specimens they are generally not considered a unique or scientifically 
significant paleontological resource.” Undisturbed sediment of Lake Cahuilla and 
older water bodies that likely existed in the Salton Trough may well contain 
microfossils useful in paleoenvironmental reconstructions. However, it is likely 
because of their very ubiquity that disturbance of such sediments would not be 
considered a “significant” impact under CEQA. 

CDPR-29 

The presumption is correct. As noted in Chapter 16 of the Draft PEIR and above, 
the fossiliferous outcrops discussed by the commenter are generally to the east 
and west of the Salton Sea, and not included in the low-sensitivity areas to the 
south-southeast and north-northwest of the Salton Sea. 

CDPR-30 

The water quality analysis in the Draft PEIR was conducted with the best 
available information at the time of analysis. Since water quality data are 
generally rather limited for the Salton Sea, numerous assumptions had to be 
made. Additional data collection would be needed for project-level analysis.  
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-31 

CDPR-39 

CDPR-38 

CDPR-37 

CDPR-35 

CDPR-36 

CDPR-33 

CDPR-32 

CDPR-34 

CDPR-31 

Laboratory experiments indicated that almost all restoration alternative conditions 
resulted in a net loss of selenium from the water column to the sediment, even 
though more aerated conditions showed lower rates of waterborne selenium 
reductions. It is reasonable to assume that future conditions (except those of 
very low salinity and aerated water) will continue to produce average selenium 
concentrations in the water column that are less than those in the inflows. Please 
see also response to comment CDPR-11, above. 

CDPR-32 

The primary mechanisms producing stable, reduced selenium concentrations in 
the current Salton Sea are not expected to be different under the various 
alternatives. See responses to comment CDPR-31, above. 

CDPR-33 

It is acknowledged that additional data should be obtained and modeling 
conducted for a number of parameters, including the interaction between 
parameters, such as oxygen, salinity, and contaminants such as selenium. 
These studies would be more appropriately addressed during project-level 
analysis.  

CDPR-34 

The PEIR discusses a number of data limitations that could be addressed 
through additional studies. These additional studies would be more appropriately 
undertaken during project-level analysis and would provide additional information 
specific to implementing the Preferred Alternative.  

Implementation of the Preferred Alternative would require action by the 
Legislature and the identification of an implementing agency. It would be more 
appropriate for any future implementing agency to identify the parties responsible 
for future studies and the timelines for completing these studies. 

CDPR-35 

The State agrees that the statutorily-based objectives of the Preferred Alternative 
are generally identified in Fish and Game Code Section 2931 as habitat 
restoration, air quality management, and protection of water quality. 

CDPR-36 

See response to comment CDPR-35. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-37 

Data used in Chapter 13 of the Draft PEIR was obtained from a variety of 
sources including California State Parks. Visitor data for the Salton Sea State 
Recreation Area was obtained from the California State Parks as shown in Table 
13-1 on page 13-4 of the Draft PEIR and general information for the Salton Sea 
State Recreation Area was obtained from the California State Parks website. 
DWR also contacted staff at CDPR’s Salton Sea State Recreation Area office 
and encouraged their direct participation in the program. Additional information 
from California State Parks could be incorporated during project-level analysis.  

CDPR-38 

The Draft PEIR has been modified.  

CDPR-39 

The Preferred Alternative includes a northern Marine Sea that maintains a similar 
elevation of the Salton Sea at the Salton Sea State Recreation Area facilities. 
This should allow for the continuation of recreational opportunities that currently 
exist in this area.  
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-40 

CDPR-40 

The description and design of Alternative 4 is provided in Chapter 3 and 
Appendix H-7 of the Draft PEIR. No long-term irrigation facilities for air quality 
management are included in this alternative. While there are concerns related to 
the ability of this alternative to avoid and mitigate potential air quality problems, 
modifications to its design could be incorporated during future project-level 
analysis, if components of Alternative 4 are implemented. 
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CDPR (cont.) 

CDPR-43 

CDPR-42 

CDPR-41 

CDPR-41 

As described in the Next Steps section of Chapter 13 of the Draft PEIR, the 
potential location for specific recreational opportunities related to any future 
restoration program could be identified and evaluated as part of future project-
level analysis. 

CDPR-42 

The State understands the local support for social and economics benefits. 
However, as stated in Fish and Game Code Section 2081.8, the State shall not 
undertake the creation of opportunities for improved local economic conditions if 
they would constitute a project purpose. 

CDPR-43 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested.  
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CDPR (cont.) 
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CDPR (cont.) 
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Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (CRBRWQCB) 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-1 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested.  
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 
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cont. 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 
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Salton Sea Ecosystem 6-25 2007 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-2 

The Draft PEIR modeled water quality under existing phosphorus loading and 
with a 50 percent reduction. Most of the components of the alternatives showed 
a significant improvement in other water quality parameters with the reduced 
phosphorus loading. The model itself, however, has a number of limitations, as 
well as limited nutrient data for the Salton Sea, that constrains its accuracy in 
predicting actual water quality improvement due to phosphorus reductions. 
Project-level analysis should obtain additional nutrient data, refine model efforts, 
and evaluate additional potential mechanisms for reducing phosphorus loads to 
the Salton Sea. 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-3 
The language in the Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-
3)) states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic 
and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that 
depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the 
restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” All of the alternatives meet the 
legislative objectives to varying degrees. The Salton Sea Restoration Act and 
related legislation do not specifically refer to sport fish. 

The reference to comments on page 8 is unclear.  

CRBRWQCB-4 
While we recognize the federal government has a mandate under Public Law 105-
372, the State of California has a different mandate under California Fish and 
Game Code 2930, the Salton Sea Restoration Act. The State is not required to 
provide recreation and economic opportunities. In fact, Salton Sea restoration 
legislation, Fish and Game Code Section 2081.8, provides:  

“[t]he Resources Agency shall undertake the necessary activities 
to assess the protection of recreational opportunities, including, 
but not limited to, hunting, fishing, boating, and birdwatching, and 
the creation of opportunities for improved local economic 
conditions, surrounding the Salton Sea. The Resources Agency 
shall not undertake any of those activities if the agency 
determines they would constitute a project purpose for 
environmental documentation that is prepared pursuant to 
Section 2081.7” (emphasis added). 

CRBRWQCB-5 
While the Salton Sea Restoration legislation identifies protection of water quality 
as an objective, enhancement of water quality above current conditions may be 
necessary to support many of the beneficial uses of the Salton Sea. During 
project-level analysis, and future implementing agency should further consult 
with the CRBRWQCB and the SWRCB, which have primary responsibility for 
managing water quality in California.  

CRBRWQCB-6 
Due to the programmatic nature of the Draft PEIR, there was not sufficient level 
of detail to support a determination of whether or not the alternatives met the 
Beneficial Use criteria established by the CRBRWQCB. This determination 
would be more appropriate during project-level analysis. It is expected that the 
Beneficial Use criteria could be a consideration during this future project-level 
analysis, and that appropriate modifications or mitigations could be incorporated 
to better achieve the designated Beneficial Uses.  
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-7 

The comment raises a policy level concern that is outside the scope of the 
State’s Draft PEIR. However, the Draft PEIR recognizes that “an amendment [to 
the CBRBWQCB Water Quality Control Plan] may be required for any alternative 
that is not consistent with the CBRBWQCB Water Quality Control Plan” (see 
page 25-2 of the Draft PEIR). The need for such an amendment would be more 
appropriately determined during project-level analysis.  

CRBRWQCB-8 

The State agrees that various water quality permits under the Clean Water Act 
and the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act would be required to 
implement the Preferred Alternative. Chapter 25, Permits and Approvals, of the 
Draft PEIR identifies the permits that may be required for implementation of any 
of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative.  

CRBRWQCB-9 

The information in the Draft PEIR indicates that the concentrations of selenium 
and phosphorous are likely to exceed the Basin Plan water quality objectives in 
all of the alternatives.  

CRBRWQCB-10 

Bioaccumulation of selenium into biota is a key component of the ecological risk 
assessment performed for receptors in each habitat in each alternative (see 
Appendix F of the Draft PEIR).  

CRBRWQCB-11 

Selenium concentrations expected for each habitat in each alternative were 
estimated as described in Appendix F of the Draft PEIR. Selenium would be 
incorporated into phytoplankton and would then settle to the bottom sediments 
where it would be incorporated into biomass higher in the food chain 
(zooplankton, fish). The final concentration of selenium that would be found in 
the sediment for a given habitat in a given alternative is a function of the 
previously existing concentrations in sediment, influent selenium concentration 
and water flow, and area of the habitat. Evaluation of potential impacts 
associated with this accumulated selenium was the focus of the ecological risk 
assessment. The variation in factors influencing the degree of selenium 
sequestration could be addressed as detailed evaluations during project-level 
analysis.  
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-12 

Increased oxygen at the water-sediment interface would actually result in less 
phosphorus cycling into the water column from the sediments. Phosphorus is 
released from sediments under reducing conditions formed under anoxic 
conditions, but is immobilized under oxidative conditions when oxygen is present. 

The primary sources of phosphorus to the Salton Sea are rivers and drains 
(external sources) and internal sediment release and resuspension processes. 
Model calibration suggests that resuspension of phosphorus may be the most 
significant load to the Salton Sea. The importance of sediment resuspension to 
water column orthophosphate and subsequent algal growth is most pronounced 
at shallow water sites. However, data indicate that the shallow areas of the 
Salton Sea have lower concentrations of phosphorus than deeper areas. 

In addition, there are significant processes controlling phosphorus concentrations 
in the water column that would continue to occur in a restored sea. As discussed 
in Appendix D of the Draft PEIR, nutrients entering the Salton Sea undergo a 
complex set of reactions. Certain reactions effectively remove the nutrients by 
either physical removal (generally volatilization) or rendering them unavailable for 
uptake by algal communities (usually by burial). Phosphorus is removed from the 
water column through settling of particulate phosphorus; co-precipitation and 
adsorption of dissolved orthophosphate to particulate phosphate, which is then 
lost by settling; precipitation of phosphorus as hydroxyapatite (or other apatite 
minerals), either directly or through co-precipitation/sorption with calcite; and, 
permanent removal of phosphorus in the form of dead biomass (i.e., burial of 
settled algae and incorporation into fish bones and shells of aquatic 
invertebrates). Phosphorus sedimentation rates are greater than release rates, 
resulting in a net loss of phosphorus from the water column. The phosphorus 
reduction mechanisms are expected to continue to occur in the deep Marine 
Seas. 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-13 

These risk conclusions (described in more detail in Appendix F of the Draft PEIR) 
were based on the best available data and reflect the integration of the expected 
loading and spatial distribution of selenium in surface water and sediment of 
different habitats in each alternative (given the alternative-specific influent flows, 
apportionments, and selenium loadings) with the expected habitat availability and 
potential use by the selected receptors (i.e., pupfish and birds). Based on these 
data, projected selenium exposures were determined to represent a ‘moderate’ 
risk overall but not the high effect level. The degree of assessment of selenium 
provided in the Draft PEIR is expected to be sufficient to discriminate among 
habitats and alternatives with respect to selenium at the programmatic level. 

CRBRWQCB-14 

The comment raises a policy level concern that is outside the scope of the 
State’s Draft PEIR. 

CRBRWQCB-15 

Any future implementing agency could include monitoring of selenium to identify 
the need for remediation and develop appropriate mitigation. 

CRBRWQCB-16 

Project-level analysis could consider evaluating potential selenium mitigation that 
includes identification of drains with high levels of selenium, and mitigation for 
these drains, including potential treatment technologies and best management 
practices to reduce selenium loads to the Salton Sea. The Resources Agency 
recognizes that any future studies in the IID drain system and implementation of 
related mitigation measures would require coordination with IID and individual 
landowners. 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-17 

The information in Chapter 6 of the Draft PEIR indicates that the dissolved 
oxygen concentrations and pH levels within the Saline Habitat Complex are likely 
to have a negative effect on Beneficial Uses.  

CRBRWQCB-18 

The Draft PEIR addressed impacts to eight special status species (see Table 8-
1), even though the habitat capacity analysis only included three of the bird 
species (American white pelican, double-crested cormorant, and snowy plover). 
The habitat capacity analysis presented results in terms of habitat capacity 
relative to Existing Conditions and it was projected that habitat capacity for 
American white pelican and snowy plover under Alternative 1 would decrease. 
Habitat capacity for double-crested cormorant would increase relative to Existing 
Conditions. Effects on brown pelican would likely be similar to effects on white 
pelicans. Two of the special status species not covered in the habitat capacity 
analysis (white-faced ibis and Van Rossem’s gull-billed tern) forage primarily in 
flooded agricultural fields, and Alternative 1 would have effects similar to the 
other alternatives. Black skimmers forage on fish at the margins of the Salton 
Sea and would be expected to be able to continue to forage at the margins of the 
Salton Sea under all of the alternatives and in the Saline Habitat Complex. While 
the analysis of potential habitat capacity for birds did not specifically include all of 
the special status bird species, the analysis suggests that all of the special status 
bird species likely would be represented under Alternative 1, but not necessarily 
at the same levels or with the same level of certainty as under Existing 
Conditions or some of the other alternatives. 

The impacts of construction and operations and maintenance of the 
Sedimentation/Distribution Basins, Pupfish Channels, and Air Quality 
Management facilities in Alternative 1 would be essentially the same as those 
described for the No Action Alternative. Habitat would continue to exist in the 
drains that currently support desert pupfish and connectivity would be provided 
for desert pupfish within five groups of drains. Desert pupfish would continue to 
be supported under Alternative 1. 

CRBRWQCB-19 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. Table 13-4 of the Draft PEIR lists the 
types of recreational opportunities that might be available for each alternative. 
Alternative 1 could provide for passive types of recreation including bird 
watching, kayaking, hunting, and fishing.  

 

CRBRWQCB-17 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-20 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. Table 13-4 of the Draft PEIR lists the 
types of recreational opportunities that might be available for each alternative. 
Alternative 2 could provide for passive types of recreation including bird 
watching, kayaking, hunting, and fishing. Alternative 2 could provide for a greater 
amount of this type of recreation as compared to Alternative 1 due to the 
increase in habitat acres, and the wider distribution of those acres. 

CRBRWQCB-21 

Bioaccumulation of selenium into biota is a key component of the ecological risk 
assessment performed for receptors in each habitat in each alternative. 
Comparisons of risks to upper trophic-level receptors in each alternative can be 
used to select the alternative that minimizes risk while maximizing benefits. In 
addition, further monitoring and evaluation could be conducted as part of project-
level analysis, as recognized in the risk assessment (see Appendix F of the Draft 
PEIR). 

CRBRWQCB-22 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. Alternative 3 would provide more 
recreational opportunities than Alternative 2. The Resources Agency recognizes 
the importance of recreational values and these values could be accommodated 
in the Preferred Alternative. 

CRBRWQCB-23 

The modeling analysis for Alternative 4 allocated water to Air Quality 
Management actions. However, the information from the Imperial Group included 
in Appendix I of the Draft PEIR did not include facilities to utilize this water for Air 
Quality Management actions on the Exposed Playa. 

CRBRWQCB-24 

The language in the Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-
3)) states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic 
and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that 
depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the 
restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” All of the alternatives meet the 
legislative objectives to varying degrees. The Salton Sea Restoration Act and 
related legislation do not specifically refer to sport fish. 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-25 

The Resources Agency agrees with the commenter’s interpretation of the 
information from Chapter 6 and Appendix D of the Draft PEIR.  

CRBRWQCB-26 

The Resources Agency agrees with the comment. As shown by model results in 
Table D-5 of the Draft PEIR, stratification would occur in Alternative 5. With current 
phosphorus concentrations, this alternative could develop substantial 
concentrations of hydrogen sulfide that could result in fish kills upon mixing. 
However, with a 50 percent reduction of phosphorus concentrations in Salton Sea 
inflows anticipated with implementation of the nutrient TMDL, the modeling 
suggests that hydrogen sulfide concentrations would be reduced substantially, and 
therefore the potential for fish kills resulting from oxygen depletion is estimated to 
be reduced.  

CRBRWQCB-27 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for 
suggested future project-level analysis.  

CRBRWQCB-28 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. As noted in Chapter 13 of the Draft 
PEIR, Alternative 5 would provide additional recreational opportunities as 
compared to Alternatives 1 through 4.  

CRBRWQCB-29 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. The Resources Agency agrees with 
the commenter’s interpretation of the information from Chapter 6 and Appendix D 
of the Draft PEIR.  

CRBRWQCB-30 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. The commenter restates information 
from the Draft PEIR correctly.  
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-31 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. The Resources Agency agrees with 
the commenter’s interpretation of the information from Chapter 6 and Appendix D 
of the Draft PEIR. 

CRBRWQCB-32 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. The Resources Agency agrees with 
the commenter’s interpretation of information from the Draft PEIR. 

CRBRWQCB-33 

The Draft PEIR includes a reasonable range of alternatives as required by 
CEQA. Information from the Salton Sea Authority (SSA) was used to develop 
Alternative 7. The SSA redesign of their proposal occurred after the Draft PEIR 
analysis was well underway. As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the 
Preferred Alternative has been selected in coordination with the SSA and 
its member agencies, and includes many components of the SSA’s most recent 
alternative. The Resources Agency anticipates that the SSA and others would 
have additional opportunities for participation in the development of project-level 
analysis.  
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-34 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. The Resources Agency agrees with 
the commenter’s interpretation of the information from Chapter 6 and Appendix D 
of the Draft PEIR. 

CRBRWQCB-35 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. The Resources Agency agrees with 
the commenter’s interpretation of information from the Draft PEIR. 

CRBRWQCB-36 

See response to comment CRBRWQCB-6. The Resources Agency agrees with 
the commenter’s interpretation of the information from Chapter 6 and Appendix D 
of the Draft PEIR. 

CRBRWQCB-37 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested.  
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-38 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 

CRBRWQCB-39 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 

CRBRWQCB-40 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 

CRBRWQCB-41 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 

CRBRWQCB-42 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 

CRBRWQCB-43 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 

CRBRWQCB-44 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 
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CRBRWQCB (cont.) 
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Colorado River Commission of Nevada (CRCN) 
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CRCN (cont.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CRCN-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRCN-1 

A variety of options, including desalination using reverse osmosis, to remove 
salts from Salton Sea inflows sources (such as the New, Alamo, and 
Whitewater rivers and the Imperial and Coachella valley drains) were 
considered in the State’s Draft PEIR (see Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR). These 
methods have also been considered in prior Salton Sea studies (see Chapter 4 
of the Draft PEIR). However, due to the large amount of water that would need 
to be treated, large scale salt removal was not considered in detail in the Draft 
PEIR.  

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states that 
“the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment of the 
following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. 
(3) Protection of water quality.” Water supply actions, including revenue-
producing water supply for urban areas, were beyond the scope of the State’s 
Draft PEIR.  
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California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Safety and Dams (DSOD) 

DSOD-1 

The Resources Agency agrees that if any proposed barriers are under State 
jurisdiction, any future implementing agency would be required to file an 
application with DSOD for construction of the new barrier, and design and 
construction of this barrier must be performed under the direction of a civil 
engineer registered in California. This requirement is described in the Draft PEIR 
(see Chapter 25, Permits and Approvals and Chapter 8, Geology, Soils, Faults, 
Seismicity and Mineral Resources). 

 

DSOD-1 
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State Water Resources Control Board  
(SWRCB) 

SWRCB-1 

The Resources Agency recognizes the need to ensure that water quality 
objectives and beneficial uses of surface waters are achieved at the Salton Sea. 
Assuming there is legislative direction to pursue implementation of a restoration 
program for the Salton Sea, it is anticipated that any future implementing agency 
would coordinate with the SWRCB and CRBRWQCB to ensure those standards 
are met.  

SWRCB-2 

Development and implementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) for the 
Salton Sea ecosystem would have an effect on water quality at the Salton Sea. 
The Sedimentation/Siltation, nutrient, and selenium TMDLs were considered in 
the preparation of the Draft PEIR (see Chapter 4 and Chapter 6) to the extent 
that information on implementation of these TMDLs was available. Establishment 
of TMDLs for the Salton Sea would improve water quality at the Salton Sea and 
likely help to achieve restoration objectives.  

SWRCB-3 

The Draft PEIR recognizes that actions are being taken to improve the water 
quality of the New River at the international boundary. Additional information 
from this effort could be used during future project-level water quality 
evaluation(s).  

SWRCB-4 

It is recognized that additional water treatment may be needed to implement the 
Preferred Alternative. The types of water treatment to achieve water quality 
objectives would need to be evaluated during future project-level analysis.  

SWRCB-5 

The Draft PEIR recognizes the historical removal mechanisms for selenium and 
phosphorus. The alternatives are evaluated in the Draft PEIR in consideration of 
these mechanisms. Implementation of the selenium and nutrient TMDLs being 
considered by the CRBRWQCB were included in the No Action Alternative and 
all of the action alternatives.  
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SWRCB (cont.) 

SWRCB-6 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, Early Start Habitat is incorporated 
into the Preferred Alternative. It is anticipated that the Early Start Habitat would 
become part of the Saline Habitat Complex.  

SWRCB-7 

Impacts of construction outside of the footprint of the existing Sea Bed were not 
analyzed at a sufficient level to allow for early construction of Saline Habitat 
Complex.  

SWRCB-8 

Determining a mechanism for local cost sharing is outside of the current 
legislative mandate.  

SWRCB-9 

While we recognize the federal government has a mandate under Public Law 
108-361, the State of California has a different mandate under California Fish 
and Game Code 2930, the Salton Sea Restoration Act.  

Reclamation released the Draft Federal Feasibility Study on February 2, 2007, 
after the preparation of the Draft PEIR and after the close of the public comment 
period on the Draft PEIR. The Draft PEIR recognized that the Draft Federal 
Feasibility Study is ongoing (for example, see page 23-8 of the Draft PEIR). 
Since the Federal Feasibility Study was not available at the time of preparation of 
the State’s Draft PEIR, it was not used in the preparation of the document. 
However, the State’s Draft PEIR represents an analysis based on the best 
available science. Because the Federal Feasibility Study was not generally 
available to the public and was not a matter of public record at the time of 
preparation of the State’s Draft PEIR, it was not relied upon to develop the Draft 
PEIR.  

The State has coordinated with Reclamation throughout the preparation of the 
Draft and Final PEIRs, and in the selection of the Preferred Alternative. The 
State has reviewed the Draft Federal Feasibility Study. In general, there is 
considerable overlap between the components and/or configurations considered 
by Reclamation and the State’s Draft PEIR alternatives. During project-level 
analysis, any future implementing agency could consider design configurations 
and components that are unique to the Draft Federal Feasibility Study. 

SWRCB-10 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 
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SWRCB (cont.) 

SWRCB-11 

The Draft PEIR text has been modified to reflect that the elevation and 
salinity objectives would be achieved during the life of the restoration program. 
Additionally, for the Preferred Alternative as described in Chapter 3 of this Final 
PEIR, the Resources Agency recommends the following inflow priorities: (1) Air 
Quality Management actions and Saline Habitat Complex (including pupfish 
connectivity channels); (3) Marine Sea; and, (4) all other uses. 

SWRCB-12 

Additional evaluation of water treatment for selenium and phosphorus could be 
conducted during project-level analysis. The alternatives would reduce salinity in 
the Marine Sea and should also improve other water quality parameters, such as 
hydrogen sulfide and ammonia. However, the Draft PEIR assumes that the 
TMDLs currently envisioned by the CRBRWQCB would be successfully 
implemented and would assist in achieving the water quality objectives at the 
Salton Sea. 

SWRCB-13 

Potential effects in Saline Habitat Complex from selenium concentrations in the 
New and Alamo rivers and agricultural drains were evaluated in a detailed 
ecological risk assessment in Appendix F of the Draft PEIR and also discussed 
in Chapter 8 for biological resources. 

SWRCB-14 

Due to the high salinity expected in the Brine Sink, water from the Brine Sink 
would only be a small fraction of inflows into the Saline Habitat Complex to 
achieve a salinity of 20,000 mg/L. Water quality monitoring could be conducted 
by any future implementing agency to determine if constituents of concern 
accumulated to concentrations that would cause adverse impacts to fish and 
wildlife that used these areas. 

SWRCB-15 

This information could be helpful to a future implementing agency during 
preparation of the project-level analysis. It is anticipated that any future 
implementing agency would work with the SWRCB during preparation of the 
project-level analysis.  
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SWRCB (cont.) 

SWRCB-16 

Partitioning of the Brine Sink to provide areas with less than 200,000 mg/L could be 
considered by any future implementing agency during project-level analysis.  

SWRCB-17 

The potential use of Geotubes® has been included in the Preferred Alternative (see 
Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR), and could be considered further by any future 
implementing agency during project-level analysis. 

SWRCB-18 

The information provided from the SSA assumes only one treatment plant will be 
needed based on the assumed effectiveness of future upstream water quality 
improvements including the implementation of future wetland projects. 

SWRCB-19 

The Draft PEIR has been modified as requested. 

SWRCB-20 

At the time of preparation of the Draft PEIR, construction of the Las Arenitas project 
was not competed. Completion of construction of the project and the long-term 
cumulative impacts could be considered during project-level analysis.  

SWRCB-21 

Additional data collection to determine sediments with elevated levels of selenium 
and possible design considerations to avoid these areas would be more 
appropriately addressed during project-level analysis. 

SWRCB-22 

See response to comment SWRCB-21. Additional data collection to determine 
sediments rich in phosphorus and evaluate the ability of the Marine Sea to continue 
to sequester phosphorus would be more appropriately addressed during project-
level analysis.  

SWRCB-23 

The fate of selenium concentrations in the Salton Sea and how they would remain 
unchanged if sediment deposits are disturbed, exposed to oxygen, and if the 
conditions that have historically led to selenium loss/control in the Salton Sea are 
modified in various impoundments is described in detail in Appendix F of the Draft 
PEIR.  
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SWRCB (cont.) 

SWRCB-24 

See response to comment SWRCB-23. 

SWRCB-25 

Existing deep sea phosphorus deposition processes are not assumed to stop in 
Alternatives 5, 6, 7, and 8. As explained on page 6-34 of the Draft PEIR, the DLM-
WQ model is limited with respect to the simulation of the actual mechanisms for 
permanent burial, or sequestration, of phosphorus in deep sediments and 
resuspension into the water column. The model results indicate that the Marine Sea 
would be characterized by mechanisms for sequestration of phosphorus in deep 
areas and within the sediments, as is currently believed to be occurring in the Salton 
Sea under Existing Conditions. 

SWRCB-26 

As discussed on page D-95 of the Draft PEIR, the water quality model indicates 
substantial resuspension of sediments and associated orthophosphate to the water 
column in the shallow, well mixed impoundments of all the alternatives. This 
resuspension would include orthophosphate in pore water. 

SWRCB-27 

The mixing of orthophosphate from the sediments into the water column, as well as 
influent concentrations of phosphorus, would lead to the shallow impoundments 
being extremely productive biologically. Phosphorus would be incorporated into 
phytoplankton, which would then settle to the bottom sediments, become 
incorporated into biomass higher in the food chain (zooplankton, fish), or be 
released (as suspended orthophosphate or incorporated in algae) to subsequent 
cells of the Saline Habitat Complex or to Concentric Rings or Lakes of Alternatives 3 
and 4, and ultimately to the Brine Sink. Selenium also would be incorporated 
similarly into phytoplankton and would then settle to the bottom sediments where it 
would be incorporated into biomass higher in the food chain (zooplankton, fish), as it 
is now under existing conditions. This was the focus of the ecological risk 
assessment (Appendix F in the Draft PEIR). See also response to comment 
SWRCB-23. 

SWRCB-28 

While the Saline Habitat Complex could be operated at ranges other than 30,000 
mg/L to 200,000 mg/L, this range was selected based on biological productivity as 
described in Appendix H-1.  
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SWRCB (cont.) 

SWRCB-29 

The Resources Agency agrees that research is needed to validate the temperatures 
modeled for these components, and to reduce uncertainty over which fish species 
are appropriate candidates for introduction. Construction of Early Start Habitat could 
provide the opportunity to confirm water temperature ranges in-situ and test the 
suitability of candidate fish species for introductions. 

SWRCB-30 

The 1,000 acre-feet groundwater inflow referred to on page 7-2, paragraph 8 of the 
Draft PEIR does not include shallow groundwater discharge to the New River or 
Alamo River (See Appendix H-2 of the Draft PEIR). The shallow groundwater 
contribution to these rivers and the Whitewater River are accounted for in their 
surface flow. 
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SWRCB (cont.) 

SWRCB-31 

Selenium concentrations expected for each habitat in each scenario were 
estimated, as described in Appendix F of the Draft PEIR. Selenium would be 
incorporated into phytoplankton and would then settle to the bottom sediments 
where it would be incorporated into biomass higher in the food chain 
(zooplankton, fish). The final concentration of selenium that would be found in 
the sediment for a given habitat in a given alternative is a function of the 
previously existing concentrations in sediment, influent selenium concentration 
and water flow, and area of the habitat. Evaluation of potential impacts 
associated with this accumulated selenium was the focus of the ecological risk 
assessment (see Appendix F of the Draft PEIR). The variation in factors 
influencing the degree of selenium sequestration would be more appropriately 
addressed as detailed evaluations in project-level analysis. See also response to 
comment SWRCB-23. 

SWRCB-32 

A guiding principle of conservation biology is to protect and sustain conditions 
which allow a species’ natural processes to persist, without the need for human 
intervention. Trapping and moving desert pupfish can be accomplished with 
negligible risk to individual fish, when done by qualified personnel. However, 
physically moving fish is normally only undertaken as a last resort, when 
conditions require it for the protection of the species. 

SWRCB-33 

The feasibility of establishing and maintaining salt-tolerant vegetation on a similar 
playa surface with the drip irrigation and high-mineral irrigation water has been 
established at Owens Lake. Nevertheless, engineering and operational 
requirements of such a system at the Salton Sea would be refined as part of the 
air quality research and development program described in Appendix H-3 of the 
Draft PEIR. 

SWRCB-34 

All of the alternatives comply with the current Torres Martinez’s Land Use, 
Zoning and Development Plan overall goal of protecting and preserve lands, 
culture, and traditions of the Tribe. However, the Resources Agency understands 
that a new Land Use plan is being developed. Additional coordination with the 
Tribe would be needed during project-level analysis. 

SWRCB-35 

See response to comment SWRCB-9.  
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